In place since December 2011, it provides external expertise to the Commission in the eld of gender-equality policy. This network has taken over from two preexisting experts networks specialised respectively in employment, and social inclusion, health and long-term care. The network -composed of experts in statistics, econometrics, social protection and social inclusion as well as labour market economists, and covering all EU Member States, European Economic Area/European Free Trade Association (EEA-EFTA) countries, and acceding, candidate and pre-candidate countries -has responsibility for undertaking an annual programme of policy-oriented research and reports and preparing different types of products (thematic reports, research reviews, country ches, etc.).
Currently, the network is coordinated by the Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini, in partnership with Instituto per la Ricerca Sociale, based in Italy. Overall coordination is provided by the Gender Equality Unit of the DG Justice and Consumers.
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became operational in 2010. EIGE is located in Vilnius (Lithuania) and supports EU Member States and European institutions, in particular the European Commission, in their efforts to promote gender equality, ght discrimination based on sex and raise awareness of gender issues. EIGE is responsible for collecting and analysing comparative data on gender issues; for developing methodological tools, particularly to assist the integration of the gender dimension in all policy areas (gender mainstreaming); for facilitating the exchange of best practices and dialogue among interested parties; and for raising awareness among EU citizens.
EIGE also has an Experts' Forum. The DG Justice and Consumers is the parent DG of EIGE.
There are units with speci c responsibility for gender issues in only two Directorates- Its aim is to discuss policy developments in relation to gender and development in the context of major EU and international events.
Group of Experts on Gender Equality in Development Cooperation
Structures set up in support of other policy areas
The Advisory Group on Women in Rural Areas was created in 1998 and consists of representatives of socioeconomic organisations (agricultural producers, trade, consumers, the European Women's Lobby and workers). It meets once a year, and is coordinated by the DG Agriculture and Rural Development.
Informal coordination structures may also exist in other DGs. These have been reported for DG Agriculture and Rural Development and DG Employment, Social Affairs & Inclusion.
However, no further information about these structures has been obtained.
European Parliament
The European Parliament is committed to gender mainstreaming of its work and organisation which has been con rmed in several resolutions since 2003. In its Resolution from 17 November 2011, the European Parliament 'commits itself to regularly adopting and implementing a policy plan for gender mainstreaming with the overall objective of promoting equality between women and men through the genuine and effective incorporation of the gender perspective into all policies and activities, so that the different impact of measures on women and on men is assessed, existing initiatives are coordinated, and objectives and priorities, as well as the means of achieving them, 
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Political groups
Council of the European Union
Member States' ministers responsible for gender equality have the opportunity to meet within the framework of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO).
Among the main outcomes of the EPSCO meetings are the Council Conclusions on different subjects related to gender equality and women's rights. They most usually focus on the areas of concern selected by the Presidency country from the BPfA, drawn up on the basis of reports on the implementation of the BPfA in the EU. Since 2011, EIGE has provided expertise in the preparation of such biannual reports for the follow-up of the BPfA in the EU.
